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He bus been reforrad o us the “Picasso™ of modomn
{oredien bool binkdory. Fahqnhﬁm
intcihgonce, unnchenbimg pussion of Tl
wmmwurwwm
mesiopiaccs. Power Frcen™s undying lowve of und
nfabasiion widh wooden boute, hit aticnbon o dotad]
and muthenticity lundcd his 2000 Peter Fircen Launch
“Cush mjcction™ (he prosigiows “Mugier Crullsmansivip
Award”™ ut the SunnyLand Chapler’s, ML Nom Antique
endd Classsc Root Show 2000,

Likc sy proal ontroproncty, Broon hes strvounded himsc!f widh the
medusry s best; Tom Adum, Anthony Mouore, Patnicin Ross, lan Pattrson
wnd Adum Bosch with Pator al the hebm. This sbentod ream coupled with
Peter's charigmatic charactor and predonting aitontion o the projocts has
produced some spociaculer boats. They say “il you & somahing you
love, you nover work enother day i your BiC”, Rrcen s the getome of
thal saicrvhonl

Today Poicr™s busincss, Antique ind Clastic Hom Co. Lud., consisls ol
TH% resigration of oniginal boals uwnd 15% buikling new “one of a kind™
rophicas. “Wheon you are rostonng sn ongina! boal you can’t add anyibing
now; you huve o be Gsithill w0 how thoy did o ongmally, All rry il we've boon locked into their syle of doing il =
we're re-huilding nd refrbishing Dichinams, Minad-Shickds snd Oreavelles..  with Rroon cusiom-built bosts | can “push
the crvclope” w0 W spoak ™,

Rrcen has wimned oul some real classe showhosts in bis clean and thoroughly ongantacd Rockwond shop. “We don’l
design hulk., We usc only proven hull Farms from the masior designers of the 20°s and beyond; Goorge Crouch, Joha L
Iacker and Mouglas Vn Patlen, these are Canada’s lines.™ 1 begin with a proven 1920 hull, the Duchburn Rambow, for
cuamplc”, sys Frcen, “shove Lhe walcrhing, we custam laitor the boal w st e customer's aceds. We build woodcs boals
ol of naal wood; we e no plywood, vencors of glucs o hold our boals wgaher. We adhcre o the M0's mylos and
desipmm;, from siconng wheel, throlilc, gearshill, handwere, windshicld o outhoard redder, thae clements are blendcd
togciher mio the model we arc maling. Whon a Ninishad boal rolls owt of my shop it s Taithful io the bool builders ol the

A show stopping masiorpiocs, “Cash Injection” i the resulh ol 4
Frvc-year project, Like all obscssod craflamen, Pecr bogein the
profoct ko oocupy his lemilad spare ime. “Cash Injaclion™ i “the
combination of scvers] dengn clements sarling with a proven John
L 1 scker Gold Cup hall™, says Pacr, “1's a lusury runsboul wah o
Priwchbun Navor and styles and shapas of penod hardware. The
Indian | lcad bow omamen and Vermer throwtle are two things |
destgned for “Cash Injocuon™, 1 inslalliod scif-swnding Pvichbam
launch Lype scli with lomher apholsiory, all done inbowsc, ncluding

custom lumbar suppon end oak nlays throughout the cockpit. An pasl cra”
onding e wad dedcaled Lo the handware for “Cash Ingoction™ : .
oo says ~T have nover done amythmg clec in ey e but work with wooden boals, this i not a hobbry, 1 gol lucky, | Rl
“Wc make all our own hardware paticrns and sand cast and machine all our cwn pans 10 inio a profcssion that | know wdl, and thai progrcisad mio a good bosmess with six yaar round omployea™, ~1 am raally
contro! the guality, We go w0 grest longihe w locale and bay porsod componcnis such x happy, 1 am very lucky, and | do what 1 love™, says Frcen who sponds his spare rme imkoning with hss own olbd boals

spotlights, homs, fire extinguishors and even anlique looks for the loalbox™,

D ihe wormas the awomobile magier dougney
crealed thor baimg lowch by dosiprang cxobic and nowe
ol oniarmenis, Faneous anel nivosd momorable are
Jaguar's wild junglc cal, Rolls Royee's |ady of Fistasy
and ihe Poasikae Inadian heail Pogd bullder Fard Ramcs
also wscil an Indian Head for his bow omamcnl, & well
as the largor Diichburms and Miociis, Biccn designed and
cast the unigue “Old Wonien™ hood] oraiment for
Skookurm [Ojibw & for Tld Woman) 3 smply sbennsng
restored 36 foot Diechbun and incorporased & sirmilar
uative theme ioto bas own ok

The pawer in “Cash Injoction™ is 2 now
Mererwser 496 cubsc mch 8.1 litro engine. “A Meoronmior dealer can
hook wp hin black box o the enging and through the ickephane with
compuicr racking, make a diagnosls (hrough a coniral location, Merury
and Genoral Motors wond wpcther oo thiy aagine o make e
mainecoance uscr ficndly. They can tell you more ahow your cnginc on
the tedphaos than they can with yor pow car siting af the dealondhip™,
u;ﬁhxﬂn:-:.n 1 also had the engine blucprinied, balanced and powder
coatod. 1o oy now baats, [ iy
i e mow aodiney and diry
shaft logs whenovor possibile, [
o't use old cogiwes boswsc
they avc not as rolishle and weer fodly™, says Poter

* Al the Clayton Boat Show flca mackct, 1 S aod
purchasad the hanbware for & 1920% follag s wop “Cash
Injection™ has the appoarance of a Ditchivam Vikag with
folded vetilstor widshicld. The only top Ditchixem
offered was & Navy top with loose

custaan G2 b the windshueld Having gone on severl bou
wipy twoughos the years and getting raally runed oo we
decudal to fit the st W o “Cash [njectiin”™ 0 we cotgld
gt oul of the welemet doments or bed mun”. | designed
the top ke the 50'% convertible cars and it the top
dircctly off thes foldg winibinded, po leose curtains.™ My
son Jeffery and | trailere] “Cash Injection™ to Flonda for
ber muilen voyage mn the SL Jobn's River Crumse, it pourcd min, however, my fricud Jum Grand saf in the backscat aod
reid his oewspaper af 35 mph, dry a2 bobe™

“For the past 30 years | neplaced ald butoms oo boots being re-pov arad, tuning
annd aafjusting 1o make them safier (stane were never nglt from the stan). |
ncorpurnied ths koow ledge and what ['ve leared over the yoary inko the desggn
rephca ™ “Engies m the 20's and 30" weghed two w three mess more than
they do today with 1o than balf the power It wis acCosary over the yoaes to
tune up the bofioms of old boats, as they are not pecessanty safie with lager ad

Bom in Toroaia, Peter aod s seven bruthers aod xosiers
ot thelr pusiners of theair Cnent Crraoudfather’s camp on
o pristine, wismlad miand located 0 the Seven Riviz in
Soumh Munkoka, Peter loved the area fow it's natural
sty aind life oo e Severn River shaped his manate
expressive ity and persouality by conpectag hun o the
laad, the boats and waler. By the age of 23 be bought his
own “picce off Muskoka™ and named it “Severn Mace™,
wtill his base camp todyy soic tharty years later

PMater’s career began (o fonnulate ot the age of 14 when
e wok & job x Wilkamson Marine in Severn Falls. Al
the marios he pumped gai, leamed how to fin outhoands,
euemive knvwlsdee of the Rivier lanaded hun e abled
responsibutity of the 22-font wooden Georgian Bay style sedan taiong ooftagens w0 thar wookend bolabry detinauons as
0% uf the coftages Were only accesuble by waler “Al age seveniesn | made the decision o qual school and work st
Wiltiarnson's full ume. “As well a3 gofiay oy cortifie] manoe mochauc's bease”™, be saul, “winfors wore spenf repasnog
everythung from the obd Ditchiuoms, Mietts sod Gresvettes to muadem fiberglass boaty. | wodked st Williunson's for seven
years, but the off-season was oo looely for 4 mao i us carly twenfkes.™

amd Lackey's Marine o the Humber River oo Lake Outarso (the ociginal site of the Walter Dean Canoe Comnpay that bad
heen destroyed in 1953 by Huricane Hazel). In 1972 Breen bought out Tom Lackey's shares asd commenced a | 3-yeur
partnership with the charsmatic Jobn Bl Their coxnhined strongths were the rocipe for siocess and ther manne grew
They addedt other locations; Bay Mooriogs i Penctany, Pier Four in Toroato, the onginal Humber River location and the
Lailie Street Stowe which could facilitate boats up 1o fifty foct. In the seventies the ™o wet maninas wers probahly 407%
wooden crisers that were Ioolkeed after and kepd up. All

v this, as well as the new boat salcs and service, kbepd
e Breen's younger darys extremiely proshuctive

A woricabolic, tirclessly devoted W e craft, Breen spem
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the rrarines o John Blair. Breen reamminged his future by
settling in the pectnesque village of Rockwond a half-howr's drive norfrvest of the Toroalo Awpet. Here Breen came intn . ﬁ f: ﬁ 7 E [ i ﬁ [
his pwn; he designed and beilt his home, workplace and storage facility specifically designed for restoning Wooden boals.

The budding eotreprenenr hesded south 1o begin bis amazing nse 1o beoome Canada's busiest restorer. He basded at Banon PETE R




