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The Gentleman's Racer

Antique to Contemporary Wooden Race Boats







[he Jeffrey is a 1939 Greavette Gentleman's Racer 21ft
[t was designed by Doug Van Patten and it is the longest
-acer of that era of that design. Powered by 225 hp this
yoat was named after the boy in the life jacket Jeffrey
Breen whose father is driving and is the restorer of this
yoat. Peter Breen Boat restorations are period accurate
ncluding cast hardware. The windshield brackets are
lifferent in that the triangle support is forward of the side
ight. Note the centre pole light. Pic's P.Breen



Struan ITjs a fine representative of the Ditchburn Gentleman's racer with the trademark windscreen

and the accompanying coaming. I like the sweeping sheer lines and the soft flare at the bow. I watched
Peter Breen restore this boat and the level of expertise is striking on this boat.

Photo by Bev McMullen




Mint Julep 1928 28 ft Ditchburn Viking powered by a Kermath 200hp engine
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This step hull racer features leading edge technology for 1928 never mind that plastic boats this size today are pushing for
that 45mph range and yet they do not have the same look in terms of chrome, ventilator strip, flag pole or external rudder
and interior finish. What I admire is the dedication and fabrication by all wooden boat builders who are creating a niche
praduct that in the long run with the same care as any new boat will be an excellent experience for the entire family.

Photo and picture& restoration by Peter Breen Boats Rockwood Ontario www.breenboats.com



Heldena II was built in 1917 by J.J.Taylor. 36ft V-12 Liberty Aircraft Engine
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Not for just fair weather, Heldena II displays the endurance that made her Canada's Displacement Boat Champion from
1918-20. This boat was found in a serap yard, purchased and the new owner started to rebuild the boat. The owner then
found the project too big so he took the boat to a boat builder . He started to rebuild the.hoat and as time passed by it
became apparent that the work required was more extensive than his clients pocket book .. The boat was then sold to its
present owner at the Toronto ACBS "Field of Dreams" as a project boat & the+otal restoration was undertaken by Peter
Breen & Staff over a 2 year period. Every detail about this boat was known becatf$e-the original owners family had kept all
records & pic's. Every detail was researched, documented and then built to exacting standards and finish. —

Photo Bev McMullen
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Heldena II is a displacement hull, "the more power the faster they go was" the strategy of the day. She was
nce powered by a Van Blerk Engine weighing 3600 lbs and producing 300hp. Today she is powered by

he engine that brought her success -Vi2 Liberty Aircraft engine that weighs 880 lbs and produces 415 hp.
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Thunder hull is an exact Replica of Rainbow III- a joy to watch coming out of the hole
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1/ pper Photo's Larry Jacobson f
www.randomactsofphotography.cond >
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G 2i is a Peter Breen contemporary design of
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1bow I hull with a elevation in the deck crown

e the
s S . - —  toaceommodate a 502 engine. The external rudder
- S_—— . system is a lever design and this boat moves "swiftly"
: e — asiglhil_*bawa translation means. The side pipes let you
- — .‘hea_r_tgg throaty exhaust. Photo B. McMullen



Top pic "Cash Call" Breen Bow Indian coupled
with all Ditchburn styling and period sand
cast hardware.

Gadfly is an exact replica of a 1939 Greavette
Gentleman's racer down to the hardware.

www.breenboats.com
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Driftwood I1 is a 18ft 1937 Ditchburn Race
boat that was totally rebuilt with the original
24 stud Ford V8. All Pictures- Peter Breen.





